[Melanomas more serious in the elderly].
Two patients, a 96-year-old woman and a 94-year-old man, were diagnosed with metastatic cutaneous melanoma. The first patient had undergone radical excision of the primary tumour 18 months before. The second patient presented with neurological symptoms caused by a metastatic melanoma; the primary tumour had recently been resected. Both patients died within three weeks of the diagnosis. Cutaneous melanomas have a high metastatic rate. Treatment options are limited for metastatic disease. The incidence of melanoma increases with age. Old age is an independent risk factor, which is also associated with a poor prognosis. Older patients more often present with more serious histological characteristics and more aggressive types of melanoma. The Breslow thickness is also higher in patients aged 65 or over. Nodular melanoma, lentigo maligna or acral lentiginous melanoma are observed more frequently in this group of patients. Moreover, elderly people more frequently present with liver or cerebral metastases. Early diagnosis improves the prognosis, also in the elderly.